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THE PREACHER, 


oe > a 


SERMON 


No. IV. 


A Sermon on the Times. 


1 CHRONICLES xu. 32. 


wg of the times, to know what Israel ought to do; 
the heads of them two Aundred ; and all 
their brethren were at their command. 


were 


lL; order to apply this verse to the present 
Time, the following things will be done : 

Ist. Give a description of the present times. 

2d. Shew what is meant by having under- 
standing of the times ; who those public men 
have understanding of the times ; 
me hey do prove it. 

The state of their brethren, or the peo- 
rig in general, “all their brethren were at 
their command? 

Much is meant in the scriptures by the word 
TIME, and TIMEs. 

Sometimes it means a measure of duration, a 
s€asoik Or opportunity. 

In the text, and several other places, it 
means the state, or situation of the world, at the 
present, or that which is to come. 

The men of issachar had understanding of 
the tines, they knew the state of the peop ic of 


are who 


their own nation, and of the nations around 
me im. 
We often hear of good times—hard times— 


; 


poor times—bad times——trying times—pros- 
perous  times—uncertain tines —discouraging 
himes—ditheuit time s—peaceable Umes—con- 
AUsead Limes—war times &c. 

lhe present vTIMEs, as it respects ourselves, 


e , 
and ovlher 


nations we ought to understand, ana 
those who are wili endeavor so to do, as 
ae as Mots possible for them to understand.— 
VW hoso keepeth the conmandment shall feel 
hoevii thing ; and a wise 
E and judg 
present IIME or 
ACCOUunis, 


Wise 


| m nan's heart discern- 
elii both TIM i 
‘Lhe 


S¢veral 
Criiical 
, 


mei 

state sail the world ts on 
trying, alarming, and 

Which is plain from a view of the fol- 

4 particulars : 


very 


It is ey idently the last TEMES, as spoken 
~hrist, and the Apostles, or the TIM 


i ES ot 
Ne last stry 


‘rue gies among the nations of the earth, 


i ', re the coming of ¢ — to reign on the 
“arth, when wars shall ce: 


>to the ends of the 
ty e | | 
» and the kingdoms ne this world become 


© kin; gdom of eur Lord and his Christ. The 


‘ And of the children | 
ef Issuchar, which were men that had understand- 
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Tuurspay Evenine, 
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present, are perilous TIMEs, Which proves them 
the last times. 2 Tun. 3, 1. “ This know 
so, that in the last days perilous times shall 
come.” 

There are now perils by sea and land, in the 
wilderness and city, and among false brethren. 
The signs in the heavens, earth, sea, among 
kingdoms, and nations, shew these to be the 
last TIMEs. 

2d. ‘This is a time when one rules over anoth- 
er to his own hurt, as is stated by Solomon, Ec- 
cle. 8, 9. 


al- 


«There is a time wherein one man 
ruleth another to his own hurt. See at this time, 
kings and queens beheaded, because they ruted 
over men in unrighteousness. 

3d. How singular is the state of the world 
now in every part where men live. 

In Europe, every movement breathes war and 
destruction. ‘Two nattens risen in power, have 
been the occasion of a general convulsion thro’ - 
out almost the whole world ; and though they 
are continually at war with each other ; yet 
neither can at present overcome. 

England is at this time the most powerful 
nation by sea on earth; France is the most 
powerful by land. If England should engage 
France by land, they would soon be overcome ; 
it France undertakes by sea to conquer England, 
they would be soon subdued. Both powers 
know this; and remain enemies to each other. 
This being the state of the two nations, whoev- 
er has any commerce with one, enrages the 
other, because, an enemy is strengthened. Ac- 
cording to the blockading decree on one side, 
and the orders of council on the other; the na- 
tion which. trades with England, is liable to be 
taken by Srance, if they trade with France, 
England makes a demand, which places every 
naiion in a ¢ritical situation. 

This being one thing peculiar to the times, 
the United States, are of course placed in a sin- 
gular situation: Before the blockading decrees 
ot Bonaparte, and the orders of thi British coun- 
we being a neutral power, had the 
trade, without being taken by 
is different. The fact as it r 
in our country 
money, and men, 
tain to suller 


cil, carrying 
either > now ti 
respects the times 
is this ; if our vessels, produce, 
are al sea, We 


are aimost cer- 


the loss of which are to 
‘then the British or French wavy 


OUP 220)LeY to help car- 


our ships, 
SLrens | 
duce 
ry on their war ; our MEN 
to be confined in 


, our pP j~ 


to teed their seamen. 
to fight their battles 


sNaAPGSaiDS, to bx hung at 


Lie 
yard-arm, to die in batile, or to Live a wretched 
life of slavery under the name of freedom. 

What would an impartial judge say was best 
for a nation to do at such atime? a nation that 
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| can live without either of the belégerent powers» 


and a nation which can retire from the war on e} 
ther 
Would he say, plunge into a war with either, 


side, and still maintain a neutral situation? 


| or peaceably withdraw from both ? Certainly 
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he would say, keep your 
and men at home, better your ships honda rol at 
your 
mone, and men, fall into the hands of any other 
power on earth ; or to risk @ voyage 
certain hope ef return. 


nited States, 
render the TIMES worthy the attention of every 
individual. 


ICA. 
remain ; but where is the union of the peop 
Are we united in the form of government ? No. 
Are we united in things of re 
we agreed what is the best measure, as It re- 

spects ; other nations; particularly, England, and 
France ? 
to a late aeeount—Federal Governor—Repubi- 
can Lieut. 


and Clerk of the 
jority of Republicans in the House of Represen- 


deed, not “hay 


cord 


ships, pr oduce, money» 


wharves, than to have them, their cargoes, 


with the un~ 


Lthe U- 
which 


tth. As it respects the people callec 
there are several things, 


Our name is UNITED STATES OF AMER- 
This land is yet America. The States 
le ? 


Are 


lizion ? No. 


No. Lotk at one State, ‘becording 
Governor—Federat Council—Federat 
Treasurer — Republic an Speaker, Sec ‘retary uy of Siate, 


House—twe a or fifie en ma- 


tuttves. 

This shews that people are go »verned more 
by opinion than by their understandings 

As it respects religion ; some witht for the 


0 desta Ushmeni of € ‘hurch and State, the priest paid 


as the officers of State are ; others, are for hay- 
to the constitution of the 
but the 


ing all free, according 
States. ‘There 
Cierzy in Neweng 


is no doubt in my mind, 
land, are laying every pian to 

iong wished tor, a 
and State. ‘There is 
lan to enslave man- 


accomplish what they have 
| perp 
scarcely 
kind, 


torward 


etual union of Church 
an lustance of a p 

but that order of 
a struggle for freedom, but 
Though the Presi- 
religion in belief and prac- 
the titutiom 
yet they 


soul and body, men are 
in it, 


they 


hol 
what are agaist it. 
dent is (as it respects 
tice) exactly in harmony with con 
of the 


stantuiy 


general yoverniment 5 are Con~ 


, ' ; : Ss patie 
abusing him, by calling hia an mudei, 
detst, &< 


1 has 


in the 


this clas 

told his 
dot government, 
culties, If he 
man In- 
of the times.” 
can learn, there 1s a new set of 
Newengland, <As |] 


ofold 


PT ? ‘ - 
: been told of late that one of 


iterior . ut ot this S “ite ha , 


hearers, that aniniidel at the hea 
"i; 


is the cause of all our diff 


thinks s6, he must be a very ignorant 
Ing understanding 


all J 


makers, in 
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under- 
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compraining ur covert verninet ree kinds were mentioned, Des- 
‘ihe turst 

i Lig 

such @ 

Lihe ) ty 1g 

net fouimd im the dowunion of a Despot, We 


HoTice 5 
2d. Monare HY, or the MEANING of a monarchi= 
standing of the times, prove it, b Loni wr! cal government. 
~ | } aa er i a ot . ‘ 
wn duty, and knowing ‘and teaching othe The word mMonaxcuy signifies, one who gov- 
d, that two of the brethren be appoimt- | their duty in a fair and candid manner. erns alone, and means a large state govern d 
yehalf of this Association, to visitthe Wt 
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en J read what has been said by one, or a state where the Sapremne Power # 


ult id of LLLLLLEISLCYTS in Conn Clicul, 
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meeting, to tearn thei dtspositio 


i pears 


‘: 
arcliitay * 


sides respecting our afiairs as a nati it a) | ludgea intme han 4 a siligie person, 
i — i 


as it does tu many other fhe name of the trse king on earth was N 


+Y) syate ‘ ws * 4 ' ‘ ’ . 1 | . } 
bide an unbton with tihis LSS0C1TaLION, al i our rulers have taken the most suitabdie 1 ie t y lived two a nerailus afte! thie I 


, , * by) t by > ; . 1 yy i _ ao 4 ; 
tis Oa Wilk h the UbiOhM WAY bye esi ibis it a. nres, that could L¢ attends Gg to in this Yr rit ' ¢* ri} Wir ilis Kin rom Wa Babel, or 


ru os - . 
i il ine kind Or union fas taken piace a- , 


E2INC. 


gational Clergy in different As for thinking magistrates or 
wid W 


S CONCemMiY bis - ii / they are pinding men to tne eé€o! ind Liye } tit er’: hunted HeaASts to supp rt 
vroundless : r are t 


’ . { rines of men contrar 


means contusion : which hag 
y tiie jad Opie » Where one 
dics OF iate. proving that they anderstund the times, tule | man has the le command. Naurod was @ 


O th men, to reduce thet 


i 
70d, j Cannio 


sever since Beer Tie 


As thev act like 
Md i 38d. We notice 


bo Mig Gli 


ee ee aoe ; 
ACTICAL £2 rt2- Repu ica t ! pom 
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re olten seen to- 


; : 
men Seek r the innocent 


brethren were at the 
combined t ceti { cannot but mention it t Whenever the ruled 


} ‘@) ; >t? ‘ ad . ; ; ' ‘ 
My tenow citizens, that they nh be Om thei vuthori ow the state of the MCS gd jit run throu 
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are CONVINCE! 


guard, jest thei liberty should general sceod, in =e 
thi y know ot it in season to ay L suct >>. bt} Pa! isIONn, they wili unit 

5th. Among all other thin aedlee | 

TIMES, th re isa Vi A rie i? of republican 
made by . ' tated understood by the comm 
that civil and religious Liberty ich God bas L th ure of civil and religzoi 
given, and wit 


hay > Liha 
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ire ly to u fello tra’ ner fron land or France ? ‘They would answer, n i 
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MUCH is said 


MORTALITY 5; and m 


firm. imMorraLiry 
refering to some part of 
é 


[ORTALITY 


bY 
Any 
© 


Is spoke 1) of 


° 


1) 


in the world concerning Imu- 


, know not what they af- 


» veneral as 


mortal pian. 


Niuititudes speak of the tiumeortal soul, not 


enquiring whether it is soor not; but from 


eral Opilion they su 


j/ 


Ose they spea 


When speaking or writing upon 


TY, 1 GO mot mean 
stood DY Il, or What 


what is meant by tl 


heve. What is not exp sed, IS in 
i 3 
The VOra IMMORTAL, Is mMeintioned 
. : is , 
in tne whole bible. ‘Lune word 
se : 
mentioned five times, 
‘ pee ; aha a 
liis word signifies that waich 


“a 
Or not SUDJECT tO an 
Ine eternally the sa 


‘this being the 


W iia IS CO}! 


Pette 
| biad 


i Word in th 


satin 4 | ‘ - 
Sir W hatevei Is 


hot 
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iit’, 


2CI- 
| 


: truth. 


[\wMORTALI- 


nkiy under- 
' e ' 


Lihilikt , UU 


scriptures oj 


Cc, 1 CONMSsid- 


y decay whatever; reinain- 


ty) ures, 
ist. ‘The word is applied to the Eterna! God; 
1 i wtny. &.f7. « Now unto tue kin lter- 
nai, IMM RTAL, Ivisib’e, the only wise God, be 
he [> G Giory, rever al ever, Amecn.- 
A) [de v1. | "Wino only hath iy PRPALITY 
GWweiling mn thie hin it which no man can ap- 
proach wnto, Wom no man hath seea, nor can 
e¢ 5 to whom be honor and power everlasting. 
; 
bitiehi. 
tiere is the fountain of [Dumorraxiry 3 the 
inz kKternal, Ismorrat, and invisible. I ones 
thought these verses reierred to Christ ; but 
he was once mortal, or he could not have died; 
since he rose from the dead, he is tmimnertal, to 
ive forever, | .* God raised On Up from the 
dead, and gave lum glory.” In one place God 
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is mentioned 


where W 1" | man could be- 
come IMMORTAL, OF this inortal put on mor. 
ratiry. 2 iimmei, 10. © but now is made man- 
iiest by the appre yr of our Saviour Jesus 


spel. 

lu ot verse we are told that Jesus Christ 
the MEDIATOR bye tween God and Inch, has bro’. 
F1be cid WaLMOTrlaity to hroht through the COS 


~ 
”) 


nel: he sand, © Ge disa Sprit. lie told men 
of eternal jife, and that these who obey him 
| IMMORTAL at the resurrection of 
Many wished they might live again; but 
, God's lect, told us plainly of it 
when he prea lied the spel to the poor, and 
It is te 
him we look tor the words of eternal life. 


iaimed jiberty to the captives, 


MPror 


3d. The word, tMorraLiry, is mentioned 
where we are told who will be sharers in 
1t—_——lhom. mu, 7. “ ‘To them, who by 


patient continuance in well doing, seck for glo- 
ry, ard honor, and rum eternal life.” 
Many people think that all will be raised im- 
If they are, they 


will all be equal to the angels, having eternal 


RTALITY 3 
MORTAL at the resurrection 


liie. = ImMor?raALITY ts one of the glorious bless- 


ings of the gos; el, 
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obey the vospel. 
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} roniised Oniy la ihose whe 
‘There is not a single promise 


f imMoRTALITY to those who die in their. sins, 


tures of truth. It is mentioned 


tollowing verses, that the contentious, 

'* ’ 7 ‘ ] an ' . ' | 
Dedient, shatl perish in the day when 

God shali judve the secrets of men by Jesus 


Clirist, spel Paul preac hed 


according to the g 
‘ o 


to the world 
tin. ‘The word is used to shew what wil! be 
IMMORTAL l Cor. xv. 53, 54. “ For this cor- 


this 
> So when 


ruplible must put on mcorruption, and 


i 
wiortal must put OM IMMORTALITY 


this corrupuble shall put on iii orruption, and 


«+ 1! 
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hall Oe brought to pass th 
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Ay OSTICS VW nat 


LIT, are Uu ed, 
frist alidd ie 


> WwW ho hall share in it, what 


Wiis De IMMORTAL, and thie Liorious time when 


it shail tak plac —Wilen bi tollowers of the 
Lamb, shall be raised incorruptible, bearing 
the image ot the heave ll¥. 7 bein thie be ay, 
sown in corruption, shall be raised in incorrup= 
tion Wil th Gishomor, Shall be raised in pow 
er-——sown a natural, shalt be raised a spiritual 
body. kor OUF CohbvVversallion I8 th i ayven ; 
from whence also we look for the Saviour, 
ine F rad Jesus Christ : who shail change Out 
vile body hat it may be tashioned like unte 
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abs g:urkous bouy, according to the working, 
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where DY ne is avle even to uDUKE 


unto himself. 
Surely here is enoveh te 


fional cre 
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Reticious INTELLIGENCE. 


ee e+e 
‘ 4 . ‘ 


nr ? 2s ° yr *9 ry ’ 

The state of religions Liberty in Rhodeisland 
and in that part oi M tssucnusett neur that 
state, is truly plea ing to a lover of reat tree- 


sil 
Stlil tound cipirt 


which the old 


dom. In Providence there is 


true spirit of christian Libe rty, 
baptist minister, Me, Roger Whiliams, the 
first settler in that contended for. A 
proof of this liberal spirit has been manifest by 
¢the inhabitants of that flourishin: 


gy town, un thie 
following particular ; 


town 


Some time past they pur- 


ehased a very large meeting-house of the Pres- 


byterians for the use of the town; and that 
the people might be accommodated with a 
place to hear any stranger who should wish to 


preach in the town, whom the ministers of the 


town would net receive. Whenever a preach- 
er comes into the town, if any man wishes to 
hear hiw, he opens the house, gives notice, and 
all hear who wish. ‘There is of 
maurb: ince, No complaint, 
epportunt ity to hear and judge for himselt. 


course no dis- 
and every man has an 
‘The 
same spirit which banished Mr. Williams from 
Nlassachusetts to Providence, is yet lurking in 
dark place s, and certain individuals of a privi- 
Jeged class, would prevent the exercise of this 
freedom if it were in their power it is likely 
but the voice of 
above the priests. 
ef this 
bigotry reigns in the 
great towns of Newhampshire, Massachusetts, 
and Connecticut !! 


; 
the people at present prevails 

llow noble does the conduct 
town appear when compared with tae 
which 


and superstition 


around Providence the 


have 


In several towns 
friends of liberty what they call 
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correctiy examined of whatsoever kind it is.— 
Surely, if Church officers knew it they might 
as well be suli and silent, as to try to croud 
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With awtul pow ex—l too must die ! 
Sink deep in ev'ry breast. 


Let this vain world engage no more, 
Behold the gaping tomb ! 
It bids us seize the present hour, 


To-morrow, death may come ! ” 


At New Durharm last Saturday, Ulder Benjamin 


Pondal, Ait. 65. 





N. B. We hope our friends will not think 
that so long a Sermon on the times, as the one 
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